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CLARKE M. McCOLL, M.D. 
IN MEMORIAM, 1898-1976 
O l 
'Good, to forgive, 
Best, to forget; 
Living, we fret, 
Dying, we live." 
Robert Browning 
'UR late friend and colleague, Clarke 
McColl, wi l l surely live on in the memories 
of all who had association with this gentle 
soul —not only those of us still at HFH, staff, 
students, nurses, secretaries, ancillary per-
sonnel, but especially his former patients. 
Clarke carried on in a remarkable way the 
concept of the holistic approach to the prac-
tice of Internal Medicine, considering the 
patient as a whole person, body, mind and 
spirit. This concept, emphasized by Frank J. 
Sladen, HFH's first physician, also influ-
enced many of the senior physicians who 
were introduced to it in the training program 
of our Department of Medicine. 
When Clarke McColl began to make plans 
for gradual "retirement" (few doctors can 
really retire!) he referred many of his old 
patients to other staff physicians who, in his 
judgement, could best meet the needs ofthe 
individual person. It was not easy for the 
succeeding physician to live up to the ex-
pectations of patients accustomed to the 
thoughtful and comprehensive care which 
Clarke had always provided. 
While fulfill ing the role of the traditional 
family physician, he approached patients' 
problems with an excellent scientific back-
ground. A native of Michigan, Clarke Mc-
Coll was the son of a Port Huron doctor who 
lived into his 100th year. He graduated from 
the University of Michigan Medical School 
in 1922, then came to Henry Ford Hospital 
for a year's internship followed by a year in 
gastroenterology training. He then spent a 
yearin private practicewith hisfather before 
he returned to Henry Ford Hospital to take 
charge of the Diagnostic Clinic. He also 
became responsible for the emergency 
room, ambulance and externe services of-
fered at that time. 
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McColl's enthusiasm and quiet patience 
helped to make the Clinic (which was re-
named the New Patient Clinic) a useful and 
acceptable learning exper ience for the 
dozens of young physicians and surgeons 
regularly assigned there. But during World 
War 11, when it was particularly difficult for 
the Hospital to obtain interns and residents, 
McColl proposed that the new patient ser-
vice be split up into four medical clinics. 
These would provide not only the diagnostic 
examinations but fol lowup care and a con-
tinuous doctor/patient relationship. 
Thus were born Medical Clinics One, Two 
and Three in the Department of Medicine. 
Gradually three more medical clinics were 
added. For the graduate in training, these 
clinics, staffed by able senior specialists, 
provided more exposure to the practice of 
medicine than mere history takingand phys-
ical examinations. The clinics remain as one 
of Clarke McColl's significant contributions 
to the Hospital's progress from the early 
"diagnostic c l in ic" to the organization of 
specialties in internal medicine, freely con-
sulting with other disciplines. 
Dr. McColl was chief of Medical Clinic 
One from 1952 until 1963 when he became 
chairman of the Department of Medicine, 
succeeding the retired Dr. John Mateer. This 
was a critical period in the Department's 
history because of Dr. Mateer's illness and 
death. However, Dr. McColl's organiza-
tional ability was immediately apparent as 
chairman. His luncheon meetings with the 
entire medical staff brought a more unified 
type of service and good working relation-
ships between the divisions. 
Despite his relatively shorttenure as chair-
man or physician in chief of the Department 
of Medicine, Dr. McColl was not just an 
interim chief. In an earlier tribute, a col-
league said of him: "His was a task of 
translating the department from 'old school' 
to new objectives... The mere recounting of 
the facts of his life leaves too much untold 
about Dr. McColl. It fails to emphasize how 
much of himself he put into the development 
and functioning of the Henry Ford Hospi-
t a l . . . As a physician. Dr. McColl has epito-
mized so many virtues that I isting them risks 
creating an image of a paragon, and he is not 
that. However, his inexhaustible patience 
and equanimity must be singled out." 
Three years after reaching retirement age, 
he stepped down as chairman of the depart-
ment but continued to carry a full clinical 
load as a senior consultant. His aggressively 
loyal group of patients continued to fill his 
appointment calendar until his final retire-
ment in 1971. 
Dr. McColl was a Fellow in the American 
College of Physicians, a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Internal Medicine and a 
member o f the American Medical Associa-
tion, American Society of Internal Medicine, 
Mich igan State Medica l Society, Wayne 
County Medical Society (serving on the Eth-
ics Committee for several years); Detroit 
Academy of Medicine, American Rheuma-
tism Association; The Prismatic Club, Royal 
Society of Medicine (Officiate) and Phi Rho 
Sigma. 
His death on the 19th of May, 1976, 
occurred at the Hospital, the result of lym-
phoma. Burial was private. A Clarke M. 
McColl Education Fund for physicians in 
trainingatthe Hospital remainsasa memori-
al to his service. The sincere condolences of 
Dr. McColl's many friends and associates 
are extended to his family: daughter, Mrs. 
Mary Prentice; a sister, three grandchildren 
and one great grandchild. 
DwightC. Ensign, M.D. 
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